~ ORDINANCE NO. 1166

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROSWELL PROVIDING FOR FLOOD
DAMAGE PREVENTION; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES
ORPARTS THEREOF IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY AND FIXING AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE.

FLOOD. DAMAGE .PREVENTION ORDINANCE
'ARTICLE T |

N otew

STATUTORY.AUTHORIZAIIDN;.FINDINGS‘OFZFACT,.PURPOSE AND METHODS

SECTION A. STATUTORY . AUTHORIZATION

The Legislature of the State of New Mexico has in Sec. 3-18-7 NMSA (1978)
delegated the responsibility to' ocal governmental units to adopt regulations
designed to minimize flood:losses. ‘Therefore, be it ordained by the
governing body, the City Council, of Roswell, New Mexico, as follows:

SECTION B. - FINDINGS OF FACT"

(1) The flood hazard areas of Roswell, New Mexico are subject to
periodic inundation which results in loss of 1ife and property, health and
safety hazards, disruption of commerce and governmental services, and
extraordinary public expenditures for flood protection and relief, all of
which adversely affect ‘the public.health, safety and general welfare.

(2) These flood Tosses are created by the cumulative effect of
obstructions in, floodplains which cause an increase in flood heights and
velocities, and by the occupancy of “flood hazards areas by uses vulnerable
to floods and hazardous to other Tands because they are inadequately
elevated, floodproofed or otherwise protected from flood damage.

SECTION C... STATEMENT'OF PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this.ordinance to promote the.public health, safety
and general welfare and to minimize:public and private losses due to flood
conditions in specific areas by provisions designed to:

(1) ‘Profect human Tife and health;

(2) Minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control
projects; = - e . ‘ : _

(3) Minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with
flooding and generally-undertaken at the expense of. the general public;

(4) Minihiié:pro1onged business interruptions;

(5) Minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water
and gas mains, electric, telephone and sewer Tines, streets and bridges
Tocated in-floodplains; i -

(6) Help maintain a stable tax base by providing:for the sound use
and deve1oEment of flood-prone areasin such a manner-as to minimize future

flood blight areas; and ..
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(7) 1Insure that potential buyers.are notified that property is in a
flood area. = . -

SECTION d;.-HETHODS OF REDUCING FLOOD LOSSES

In order to accdmp]jsh.its purposes, this ordinancehu§es the following
methods: - e S e :

(1) Restrict or“prohibit uses that are dangerous to health, safety
or property in times of flood, or cause excessive increases in flood
heights or velocities; _
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(2) Require that uses vulnerable to floods,

which serve such'uses, be protected against flood
of 1n1t1a1 construct1on,

1nc1uding facilities
damage at the time

(3) Control the" alterat1on of natural flood 1a -
ins,
and natural protective barrlers, ik p s, Stream channels,

ich are involved
of flood waters; in the accommodation

(4) Control f]]ling, grading, dre& ing and otH i
may increase rood damage, ’ JH ér development. which

(5) Prevent or regu]ate the constructiuon of f1
. ood barriers which
will unnaturally d1vert f]ood waters or which may increase flood .hazards
to other 1ands ‘

ARTICLE 2

DEFINITIONS

Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases wused in this
ordinance shall be interpreted to give them the meaning they have in
common usage and to give this ordinance its most reasonable application.

APPEAL - means a request for a review of the Flood Plain Administrator's

1nterpretat1on of any provision of this ord1nance or a request for
a variance.

AREA OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD - is the land in- the .floodplain within
a community subject to a one percent or greater chance of flooding
in any given year. The area may be designated as Zone A.on the Flood
Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM). After detailed ratemaking has been completed

in preparation for publication of the FIRM, Zone A usually is refined
into Zones A, AE, AH, AO, A1-99, VO, V1-30, VE or V.

BASE FLOOD - means the flood having a one percent chance of being
equalled or exceeded in any given year.

CRITICAL FEATURE - means an integral and readily identifiable part

of a flood protection system, without which the flood protection provided
by the entire system would be compromised.

DEVELOPMENT - means any man-made change in improved and unimproved
real estate, including but not limited to buildings or other structures,

mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling
operations.

ELEVATED BUILDING - means a nonbasement building (i) built, in the
case of a building in Zones Al1-30, AE, A, A99, AO, AH, B, C, X, and
D, to have the top of the elevated floor, or in the case of a building
in Zones V1-30, VE, or V, to have the bottom of the lowest horizontal
structure member of the elevated floor elevated above the ground level
by means of pilings, columns (posts and piers), or shear walls parallel
to the floor of the water and (ii) adequately anchored so as not to
impair the structural integrity of the building during a flood of up
to the magnitude of the base flood. In the case of Zones Al1-30, AE,
A, A99, AO, AH, B, C, X, D, "elevated building" also includes a building
elevated by means of fill or solid foundation perimeter walls with
openings sufficient to facilitate the the unimpeded movement of flood
waters. In the case of Zones V1-30, VE, or V, "elevated building"
also includes a_ building otherwise meeting the definition of “"elevated
building", even though the lower area is enclosed by means of breakaway
walls if the breakaway walls meet the standards of Sect1on 60.3(e)(5)
of the National Flood Insurance Program regu]at10ns

EXISTING CONSTRUCTION - means for the purposes of determining rates,
structures for which the "start of construction" commenced before the
effective date of the FIRM or before January 1,°1975,% for FIRMs effective

before that date. "Ex1st1ng construction" may also be referred to
as ex1st1ng structures

FLOOD OR FLOODING - means a genera1 and temporary condition® of part1a1
or complete inundtion of normally dry land areas from:

(1) the overflow of inland or tidal waters:
(2) the unusual and rapid accumulation ‘or runoffof surface waters
from any source.
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